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ORDINANCE NO. 1146

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE 1130 ARTICLE 20 TO
INCLUDE SECTION 13 LANDSCAPING TO PROMOTE AND PRE-
SERVE VISUALLY ATTRACTIVE AND PLEASING SURROUNDINGS,
REDUCE WATER EROSION AND RUNOFF, AND IMPROVE THE
OVERALL QUALITY OF THE ENVIRONMENT, PROVIDING FOR
REPEAL OF ALL ORDINANCES OR PARTS THEREOF IN CON-
FLICT HEREWITH, PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY, AND
FIXING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

WHEREAS, the City of Roswell Planning and Zoning Commission
has prepared a zoning ordinance amendment to include a landscaping
requirement for all new construction, and

WHEREAS, the City of Roswell Planning and Zoning Commission
has presented the zoning ordinance amendment at two public hearings, and

WHEREAS, the zoning ordinance amendment has been reviewed and
recommended by the City of Roswell Planning and Zoning Commission and
the City Staff, and

WHEREAS, it is the desire of the City of Roswell that the
zoning ordinance amendment, dated September 10, 1985, be adopted.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE GOVERNING BODY, THE CITY
COUNCIL OF ROSWELL, NEW MEXICO, that:

Section 1. The zoning ordinance amendment to include a land-
scaping requirement for all new construction, prepared by the City of
Roswell Planning and Zoning Commission and dated September 10, 1985,

is hereby adopted as an official amendment of the zoning ordinance of
the City of Roswell.

Section 2. The zoning ordinance, Ordinance No. 1130, Article
20, shall be amended as follows:

Section 13. Landscaping

In order to promote and preserve visually attractive and pleasing
surroundings, reduce water erosion and runoff, and improve the
overall quality of the environment, the owner of all buildings,
structures, and parking lots hereinafter erected or constructed in
the R-3 through 1-2 zoning districts shall provide and maintain
landscaping in an amount and location as set forth herein.

a. Definition. For purposes of this section, landscaping shall
mean living green plants in a combination that includes trees
and either shrubs or ground cover all of which are defined as
follows:

1. Trees, deciduous or evergreen, having not less than a two
two (2) inch caliper at the time of planting; except in
the C-3 zoning district where trees shall have not less
not less than a three (3) inch caliper at the time of
planting; placed throughout the required landscaped area
having a spacing of not greater than thirty (30) feet on
center.

2. Shrubs, not less than two (2) feet in height at the time
of planting, placed throughout the required landscaped
area having a spacing of not greater than two (2) feet on
center.

3. Ground cover; including grass, ivy, juniper, etc. but not
including asphalt, concrete, gravel, or other decorative
or non-decorative aggregate; placed throughout the re-
quired landscaped area.



b. Location and area requirements in the R-3, R-4, C-1, C-2,
I-1, and 1-2 zoning districts. An area of not less than
ten (10) percent of a site's at-grade parking area shall
be landscaped. For purposes of this section, the parking
area shall include all driveways, accessways, loading and
unloading areas, sidewalks, and other hard surface activity
areas within the site's property lines. The landscaped
area shall be clearly visible from the adjacent streets and
be located immediately adjacent to or within the boundaries
of the site's parking area.

c. Location and area requirements in the C-3 zoning district.
On the same lot or parcel of a building or structure an
area of not less than seven (7) percent of a site's at-
grade gross building area shall be landscaped. For purposes
of this section, the gross building area shall be the foot-
print or the total area of ground space being used by all
buildings or structures on the site.

d. Other locational criteria.

1. In the R-3 through |-2 zoning districts, included in the
amount of required landscaping, there shall be one (1),
two hundred (200) square foot landscaped area for every
twenty-five parking spaces to be located wholly within or
projecting inwards from the boundaries of the site's
parking area. In this instance, the spacing of trees may
be greater than thirty (30) feet on center.

2. Up to one-half (%) of the required landscaped area may
locate within the public right-of-way. This may be
limited for safety and practicality reasons.

3. Should any landscaped areas locate within the public
right-of-way, as prescribed herein or voluntary in con-
junction with required landscaping or at any time hereafter,
plans for planting and irrigating said landscaped areas
shall receive the approval of the Community Development
Department, City Engineering Department, and all public
utility companies.

e. Site plan review. A landscape plan indicating the type and
location of species and an irrigation system plan shall be
submitted in conjunction with the site plan for the building
or structure and approved in accordance with Article 3,
Section 7 of this Ordinance.

f. Installation. The irrigation system shall be installed prior
to the planting of the landscaped area. The landscaped area
shall be planted not later than three (3) months after the
occupancy or use of the site's building or structure.

g. Maintenance. It shall be the responsibility of the owner that
all landscaped areas be maintained in a healthy, neat, trimmed,
clean, and weed-free condition, whether or not the negligence
to or damage of the landscaped area was the cause of the owner.
Dead plant material shall be replaced with new plant material
meeting the specifications as set forth in this section within
six (6) months of written notice to perform said replacement.

Section 3. The zoning ordinance amendment may be purchased
through the City Clerk's Office at cost.

Section 4. Repealer. All ordinances or parts of ordinances
in conflict or inconsistent herewith are hereby repealed to the extent
only of such inconsistency. This repealer shall not be construed to
revive any ordinance or part of any ordinance heretofore repealed.






